Source of material 2,3-Naphthalenedicarboxylic acid (H 2 L, 0.05 mmol), 4,4'-azopyridine (azpy, 0.05 mmol) and Zn(ClO 4 ) 2. · . 6H 2 O(0.1 mmol) in the presence of excess 2,6-dimethylpyridine (ca. 0.05 mL for adjusting the pH value to basic condition) in aC H 3 OH solution (10 . mL) in afew minutes afforded the red solid, which was then filtered after washing and heating up. The resulting solution was kept at room temperature. After several days, red single crystals suitable for X-ray diffraction analysis were obtained by slow evaporation of the solvent (yield~30 %based on L). Elemental analysis -found: C, 58.71 %; H, 3.81 %; N, 12.45 %; calculated for C 44H34N8O10Zn: C, 58.60 %; H, 3.92 %; N, 12.34 %. 
Experimental details The hydrogen atoms were included in calculated positions and treated as riding atoms with d(C-H) =0.93 -0.96 Å, d(O-H) = 0.85 Å and U iso(H) =1.2 Ueq(C,O).

Discussion
Crystal engineering and the design of solid state architectures of coordination polymers have become very attractive fields in recent years [1] [2] [3] . Among various ligands, the versatile carboxylic acid ligands, especially benzene-and naphthalene-based di-and multi-carboxylate ligands have been successfully employed and well documented in the preparation of various carboxylatocontaining coordination complexes owing to their rich coordination modes [4] [5] [6] [7] . As for 2,3-naphthalenedicarboxylate (L 2-), we found that only one mononuclear Cu II complex [Cu(trpy)(L) (H 2O)] (trpy =2 ,2':6'2''-terpyridine) has been obtained and reported to date [8] . In addition, the skillful introduction of 4,4'-bipyridyl-like linear bridging molecules into the reaction systems involving various carboxylic acids, as an auxiliary ligand, usually may generate some interesting coordination architectures [9, 10] . The title crystal structure consists of the mononuclear molecules. 
